Lacey Act Policy
Under the Lacey Act, it is unlawful to import, export, sell, acquire, or purchase fish, wildlife or plants
that are taken, possessed, transported, or sold:
1) in violation of U.S. law, or
2) in interstate or foreign commerce involving any fish, wildlife, or plants taken possessed or sold in
violation of State or foreign law.
The law covers all fish and wildlife and their parts or products, plants protected by the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora and those protected by State
law. Commercial guiding and outfitting are considered to be a sale under the provisions of the Act.
In 2008, the Lacey Act was amended to include a wider variety of prohibited plants and plant
products, including illegally logged woods, for import.
When the Lacey Act was passed in 1900, it became the first federal law protecting wildlife. It enforces
civil and criminal penalties for the illegal trade of animals and plants. Today it regulates the import of
any species protected by international or domestic law and prevents the spread of invasive, or nonnative, species.
In 2008, amendments to the U.S. Lacey Act were passed. Effective 22 May 2008, the law makes it
illegal to import, export, transport, sell, receive, acquire, or purchase in interstate or foreign commerce
any plant, with some limited exceptions, taken or traded in violation of the laws of the U.S., a U.S.
State, or relevant foreign law. The U.S. government can use this law to impose significant penalties
on individuals and companies who are found guilty of such acts. This new law, and the new import
declaration it requires, will affect manufacturers and exporters who ship a variety of products made
from wood to the U.S., including paper, furniture, lumber, flooring, plywood and other products made
out of wood.
Moreland Company USA supports the Lacey Act and all Moreland Company USA products are Lacey
Act compliant.

